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March 1, 2010
To whom it may concern:

Last year the Great Start Parent Coalition organized a Diaper Drive that collected over 35,000 diapers for children in need in Kent County. Its success was due to the collaboration and support of local organizations and the generosity of our community. 

One out of five children in Kent County is born into poverty. Programs such as W.I.C. and food stamps do not cover the cost of diapers. Diapers can cost up to $75.00 a month per child. Our local food pantries receive very few diaper donations during the year and many times are not able to supply families with diapers. To help meet this incredible need, we found a simple way to help struggling families. The Diaper Drive was able to fully supply key ACCESS food pantries with diapers for 2-3 months last year. We would like to collect and distribute even more this year. 

The Diaper Drive will be held this year from May 1st until June 30th. We need your help to make sure infants and toddlers in Kent County aren’t going without one of their most basic necessities. Would you consider being a part of the Diaper Drive this year? 

There are several ways your organization can help:

1. Organize a Diaper Drive within your office. Employees could be offered incentives such as “Jeans Friday” for donating a package of diapers or giving a monetary donation. We will provide donation boxes along with posters for promotion of the project and information that will support your Diaper Drive. We will coordinate with ACCESS food pantries to arrange for pick-up and distribution of the diapers.
2. Give a monetary donation that will be used to purchase diapers. 

Checks can be made payable to: First Steps, with Parent Coalition Diaper Drive in the memo line. Please send monetary donations to the following address:

First Steps
ATTN: Great Start Parent Liaison

118 Commerce Ave SW # 300

Grand Rapids, MI 49503
Donations can also be made through PayPal on our website: www.firststepskent.org; click on the Parent Coalition page.
The Great Start Parent Coalition is a group of parents committed to improving the lives of Kent County’s children. We are working cooperatively with the Great Start Collaborative and First Steps to develop a comprehensive system of support services for children ages 0-5 and their families.  
Please contact a Parent Liaison at the above number to discuss your organization’s Diaper Drive.
Sincerely, 

The Great Start Parent Coalition of Kent County
