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THE COMMUNITY NEED

first steps

growing every child’s potential

Background

1 Approximately 1 in 3 children in Michigan @%)isreceiving Medicai@t any given time. The numbers are
almost identical in Kent County (3%) R006Kids Count Michigan)

1 Throughout the course of the year, many maitgldren go in and of out the Medicaid system. In 2007,
approximately44% of children in Michigan an@% of children irKent Countyenrolled in Medicaidor some
period of time. (Michigan Department of Community Health)

1 Michigan has the lowest percentagéuninsured children of any state in the nation, according to a study by the
Commonwealth Fund. In 2007, 5% of Michigan children were uninsiNationally, 1% of childrerwere
uninsured (Commonwealth Fund based on U.S. Census Bureau Current Pap&atiey)

Hospitalization Rate for Michigan Children
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Michigan children with public (primarily Medicaid) or no insurance have a significantly higher hospitalization rate than
children with private insurance. Thespitalizatiorrate for privatelyinsured childrenhas decreased since 200wvhile

the rate for publiclyinsured or uninsured childrelmas increased slightlyChildren with public or no insurance are far

more likely to be hospitalized fdnigh-severity illnesses and faonditions that may ave been preventableith access

to primary medical care.

(continued)



Hospitalization Outcomes for Michigan Children

9 Hospitalized children in Michigan with public or no insurance are far more likely tsbase levels of illness
than children with pivate insurance (at least 62% higher)

1 Michigan children witlpublic or no insuranchavea significantly higher hospitalization rate f@spiratory
illnesses, such as asthmg@t least 42% highgr

1 Michigan children with public or no insurance havsignifcantly highethospitalization rate fowaccine
preventable diseases, such asvhooping cough or chkenpox (at least 59% higher)

i The statistics are similar in Kent County gindsome cases, there is an even greater disparity betvpeeately
insured dildren and publiclynsured children

Hospitalization Outcomes by Insurance Status for
Michigan Children, 2001-2006
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Health Concerns for Michigan Newborns
9 Newborns withpublic or no insurancare 24% more likely to beeadmitted to the hospital within the first
month of life than newborns with private insurance
1 Newborns with pubc or no insuranchave a 8% higheiinfant death rate
1 Newborns with public or no insuranege 50% more likely to havevary low birth weight

Potential Savings Statewide
1 The potential charge savingsngefrom $309 million to $401 million annually if children and newborns with
public or no insurance have the same hospitalization rate as children with private insurance
1 In actual cost savings, we can estimate that would translatetaveen $150 and $200 million per year
statewide

Unless otherwise notedlata is from First Steps research studyl. y & dasdoga@&Disparities in Hospitalization
hdzi O2YSa 27 a AporidikghlblicationdatioR:NTBgMastPeterson, BS, Tom Peterson, MD, Carl Armon,
MSPH, James Todd, MD.



